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Social factors affecting the students’ decision to chose
the midwifery major at Semnan Islamic Azad University,
2007
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Background and Objective: Motivation is an internal feeling provoking, strengthening and finally
leading behaviors. There are a number of factors including social considerations affecting the
successfulness rate of any activities particularly learning process and choosing an academic major.
This study was performed to identify the social reasons affecting the students’ decision to choose
the major of midwifery.

Materials& Methods: In this study, 87 midwifery students, of Semnan Azad University
participated. The sampling was done through concuss method. The data collection tool was a
questionnaire. The validity and reliability of the data were assessed by contents validity and test—
re- test methods respectively. The data was analysed by Pierson correlation coefficient and ANOVA
from SPSS software.

Results: Finding showed that most of the students were between 18-20(64%), single(82%),
resident of cities(94.2%), and selected midwifery based on their interest(63%), having a job with
high level of human relationship(2.75+1.32) was the most important reason for choosing of
midwifery major with the role of mass media in this research was the least (0.73+£1.04). Also the
role of prestige was relatively high (2.41%1.2).

Conclusion: It can be concluded that midwifery students considered human relationships in the
discipline as the most significant social motivation. Thus, it is the responsibility of the related
authorities to keep and promote the human aspects of this job as a greatest valve.

Key words: Social Motivation, Midwifery, Student
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