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Comparison of Critical Thinking between Junior and Senior BSc

Students of Islamic Azad University — Zanjan Branch , 2007.

V.sadseghzadeh'". MSc

1-MSC in Nursing, Faculty member of Islamic Azad University- Zanjan

*Corresponding author

Background and Objective:Critical Thinking skills are necessary for different disciplines of
medical sciences. A strong critical thinking can improve the capability of nurses to provide better
patient care. The aim of this study was to investigate and to compare the critical thinking between
junior and senior BSc students of Zanjan Islamic Azad University in 2007.

Material and Methods: This Research was a descriptive and cross-sectional study. The research
samples consisted of 200 junior and senior BSc students from three majors including: Nursing (80),
Microbiology (80) & Biology-Zoology (40). They were selected by stratified simple sampling
method. A self-reported questionnaire consisted of two parts: demographic characteristics and
“Cornell Critical Thinking Test” were completed by each participant. The data were analyzed using
ANOVA, ¢ test, scheffe test, pearsonian correlation coefficient and SPSS software.

Results: The mean scores of critical thinking for senior and junior BSc students were 18.35 and
17.87 respectively which were not statistically significant. However, there was a significant
difference among these three majors. Also the relationship between the demographic characteristics
and the mean value of critical thinking was not significant.

Conclusion: The findings showed that the mean scores of critical thinking were lower than average
for both the junior and senior. Therefore, curriculum and education processes should be directed
towards improving the critical thinking skills, although the method of education in the Islamic Azad
University of Zanjan was effective in creating this kind of thinking.
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