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Introduction: The COVID-19 pandemic has led to a shortage of human resources to provide
health services in hospitals. Medical students are a highly efficient volunteer group due to the
necessary knowledge and skills. The aim of this study was to determine the relationship
between the willingness to volunteer and a tendency towards national identity and desirable
social behavior in medical students in Semnan.

Methods: In this descriptive-analytical study, the research population was students of Semnan
University of Medical Sciences in the second semester of 2022. 550 students were selected by
convenient sampling method. Participants completed the demographic information form, the
Willingness to Volunteer Questionnaire, and Carlo's National Identity and Desirable Social
Behavior Questionnaire. Data were analyzed using chi-square test and independent t-test.

Results: More than 60% of the students reported a willingness to volunteer. Native students,
those in nursing and paramedical fields, students in their fifth year or higher, those with clinical
work experience, and those who had received three doses of the vaccine were more likely to
volunteer (p<0.05). Tendency towards national identity and favorable social behavior were
significantly related to willingness to volunteer (p=0.001).

Conclusion: The findings highlight the importance of teaching and promoting national identity
and prosocial behaviors in encouraging and persuading students to volunteer. As a result,
cultural and educational programs can be effective in strengthening the volunteer spirit and
social activities of students.
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