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Survey on nurses’ functions regarding the protection of privacy for

patients hospitalized Alie-ebn-Abitaleb Hospital, Rafsanjan (2006)

N.Mohammadinia'* MSc, M.Rezaie"MSc

1- Academic Member, Zahedan University of Medical Sciences

*Corresponding author Tel: 0547-2225595

Background and Objective: Living creatures including human beings have special territory and
privacy for themselves which is strongly protected by them. Territorialism is of basic requirements
for meeting the needs such as loneliness, privacy, security, independency and being identified
which are required for a safe and stable life especially at the time of illness. The goal of this study
was to investigate the attitude and function of nurses working at Ali-ebn-Abitaleb hospital towards
respecting patients’ rights including privacy.

Materials and Methods: In this descriptive and cross-sectional study, 91nurses selected by simple
sampling were included. The observational data was collected by nurse students and analyzed using
ANOVA, and t-test.

Results: The data showed that the most frequent respected items were providing suitable dress for
patients (53.8%) and avoiding their dispensable touch (47.2%). Also the most frequent items
ignored by nurses were introducing themselves before any procedures (63.7%) and using paravan
before injections (36.3%). Based on the mean values of the privacy protection (0-3), maximum
values belonged to respectful greeting (2.42) and providing dress as needed (2.28) and minimum
values belonged to closing the patient room's door after laving (0.83) and asking for permission
before entrance (0.87). A significant relationship was observed between the privacy protection and
the time of working shift (p<0.05).

Conclusion: Considering our results, more attention should be paid to privacy protection of the
patients. Providing relevant workshops and training courses for medical staff and nurse students are
also warranted.
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